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be seen that tpet stake which the public has ‘ i n  

the qu6stion of State Registration camnot be 
exa,ggerated. 
FORMATION OF THE SOCIETY $OR THE STATE 

REGISTRATION OF TRAINED NUR5ES. 
It is felt by  uhe  Mafirons?  Cokuncil CS Greak 

Britain and Irekmd that  the time has now coale! 
for thha formatioln. of a SocieQ of Trained K~\‘urses, 
for  the express purpose OS .obtainhg  State Regis- 
tration, and  that the interest and  support of medi- 
cal pra,ctitioners and the laity should be invited. 

The Legal Registratuonu of Nurses is a difficult 
quastioin on account .of the many  intexests in. 
volvad, and the need d safeguarding the right,s 
of ,those nurses who passed bhraugh the prescrib.e!d 
course of training ,OS their day, but whose qualifica- 
tions are not in .accolrda.nce  with the present day 
e~aandaxd, olr with that which  will no dolubt be laid 
dawn when the curriculum of nursing eldacatioa is 
definad by autharity. There will inevitably be 
many  difficulties  which’ will demand consideration, 
but nlone which cannot a,nd  oiught  nott to’ be 
s,wmounted in  the interests of all colmemed. 

The first step tclwards the attaimnmt .of Regis- 
tration is the formation .of a Society with this 
abject, which  will afford a. means for free discus 
sim oE the ~ h o l a  subject, and will facus, and 
publicly  voice  t,he views olF the Member%. With 
these ends in view; thha Matrons? Council has in- 
vited applica.tians for membership of such a 
Society  with  most  encouraging  results. 

‘THE INAUGURAL MEETINGS. 
’ A meeting  off  hlenl.bers will be held at Morley 

Hall, 26, Geo’rge Street, Hanover Square; cm the 
morning of  Fridq, May. 30th~ for th,e purpo~se of 
adopting a constitution and electing fhe Officers; 
aad  at 3.30 on the afternoon of the same day, 
also at Modey Hall, a public meeting .will be held, 
tu which a11 those in,terested in the subject are 
cosdially  invited. Mists Lauisa Stwenmson, Member 
of the Board of Management of the Edmburgh 
Royal InfirnlaryJa,nnd ,of the Council oh the Scottish 
Branch of the Queen Vickaria Jlubllee Institute, 
will preside and deliver an address’ anid will be, 
fallo~wed by other speakers. The  full programme 
. ~ d l  be announced lates in the NURSING RECORD. 
Tickets Q€ admissim may be obtained from the 
Hoa. Secretary, pro. t e m ,  2 0 ,  Upper Winlpolle 
Streat, Lo,ndonl,  W. 

_).-. - 
Dr. Henry Belcher, 28, Cro8mwell  ,&ad, Hove, 

Brighton, writing to  the Press, as. a medical prac- 
itioner of many years’ .esperience on the, question 
of affording ,trained nurses, as, well as the gene- 
ral pub,lic, (( protection against. impositionsns,’- 
says : “ 1  aoru1,d suggest that a Registration 
,Satiety should be formed under Govecnimmit 
Sdpervisim, ~ O I  be called ‘ T h e   T r h e d  and  Regis- 
tered Nurses’ Society,’ adopting ,a universal  uni- 
fo’rm or  ba-dge,  with the power ta lmposel a penalty 
,or fine on anyone assuming the same unjustly.” 

ZBe IRo-ghI JL)rftf0b ‘Rucaee’ fl000cfas 
tfon anb the  flBfbwivee’ JBflI. 

At the last quarterly meelting  of the ‘,Roy&l 
British  Nurses’ Asslociation, Mr. Fardon, the 
Medical Hon. Secretary, spoke at considerable 
length, an’d  with . h i s  usual fubility CO the ,coat 
cluding pamgraph in the Report presented by‘ch:e 
Esocu,tive  Committee, which was m fod1onvs:- 

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
S‘‘ The Midhives Bill has been read a second 

time and considmed in, Co)mmittee. It is, set down 
far a third reading early in! June, when efforts will 
be made tboc amend it. In the went of these 
being  unsuccessful and the Bill  passing h’ its 
present fovm, the arrangements folr the effici.& 
training of  thle Midwives it propoms to1 registm 
are so’ inadequate that .t& Association could not 
be identified with .the measure.” 

Th.is is really anmsing, and we are tempted to 
wcnder if the  Esecutive of the R.B.N.A. has read 
tha prasent Midwives  Bill. As far a s t  we are able 
ta discover no arrangements, efficieint  oh  ,oNbherwise, 
axe made in, the Rill for the training 08 Midwives. 
I t  merely prolvides that,. on the passing of the Act 
the Lord President of the Privy  Council shall take 
steps to secure the formation of a Centrd Mid- 
wives  Bolard, and one of the duties, of this Board 
is defined as fohvs;  regulating the course of 
training ahd the conduct of  examinationsc” The  
a.rrangem’ents f o r  the training of, Midwives  which 
the Executive Co.mmittee of the R.B.N.A.  chaxac- 
terize as (‘sa inadequate” have so far noz: been 
made. 

Aga.in, its bombastic assestion that if tha Bill 
pases  the Association  could not be idenltified 
with the measure is really laughable in(  vi^ of 
the strenuous efforts which, it maLde, unsuccessfullyy 
ta obtain repre,sen,tation on the Midwives Botard. 
It. is just a little  late in the day to “decline 
to be identified with, the measure.” The Associa- 
tion  might a t  least wait until i t  is i.nYited :so 
to idenltify i g d f .  But. the Executive Cornmijtee 
af the R.B.N.A. is singularly  devoid of humour, 
an,d n80 bdolubt does not appreciate how rjdiculous 
it makes  itself. 

MR. FARDON ON THE BILL. 
Mr. Fardon having read the  Report  of’  th0 

Esecutive Co’mmittee proceeded to make MS ownr 
coimments on the subject. He was quite aware, 
her said,, that there was a feeling that this was a 
matter which, in nla way concerned the Association. 
(Nor does it, the R.B.N.A. is concerned with 
nurses, while the Midwives  Bill if passed will 
create an order of Midwifery practitioners, but this 
the maIe officials of the Asso\ciatioln ,cannot 
apparently ‘undestad).   The Association had 
endeavoured tu> estaldish solme form of guarantee 
of efficient training, (What? The olfficials have 
made a ,ridiculous, remark about the members 
W ~ O :  have added t o ,  tkeir special  0bstefyica.l 
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